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In-Situ Preservation for Most of the Sha Tin to Central Link Relics
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. R elics and remnants were unearthed earlier at the

‘ construction site of the To Kwa Wan Station of
the ShaTin to Central Link. The Antiquities Advisory
Board (AAB) decided to propose to the Government
preserving most of the remnants in situ, in order to
strike a balance between heritage conservation and
public interest.

The Antiquities Authority (i.e. the Secretary for
Development), Mr Paul Chan, said that great variety
of relics and remnants were unearthed including
pottery shards, coins and wooden structures.
Remnants dating back to the Song-Yuan Period
such as ancient wells and building foundations
were also discovered. These relics are of high
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historical, archaeological and heritage value. They
are Hong Kong's most significant archaeological discoveries in recent years.

A total of seven locations of the remnants were proposed for in situ
preservation, including three ancient wells outside the station area and a
number of stone building features. For the well J2 of the Song-Yuan Period
and the water channel of early 20th century, both located in the middle of
the station, the Antiquities Authority has accepted the conservation option of
removing first and reinstating later as proposed by the AAB. The well and the
water channel would be removed by hand after recording. Well J2 could be
reinstated to its original location. The reinstated Well J2 will facilitate public
appreciation of these relics and remnants and have a deeper
understanding and analysis on its architectural structure and
the construction technigues at that time. The display of its
cross-section can also let the public know the structure of an
ancient well, thus enhancing the effect on public education.

With relics and remnants unearthed at the To Kwa \Wan
Station, the Government is planning to expand the
archaeological area to the North apron of the former Kai Tak
Airport site near Prince Edward Road East and the proposed
Sung Wong Toi Park area. The Government is also considering
developing a'heritage trail by joining the existing remnants

of the south gate at Kowloon Walled City with the Lung Tsun
Stone Bridge site and the archaeological findings at the To
Kwa Wan Station.

For more information on the archaeological and conservation
works of the ShaTin to Central Link, please visit:
http://www.amo.gov.hk/scl/en/index.php
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Conservation Plan for Archaeological Features Discovered
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he Grade Il historic building YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel

launched the “Jockey Club Mei Ho House Hong Kong Spirit
Learning Programme” this September. The two-academic year
programme offers an opportunity for teachers and students to learn
about the history of Mei Ho House, and better appreciate the tenacious
Hong Kong spirit that took root in the old days.

The highlights of the programme include:

Old photographs of Mei Ho House, oral history of old residents and
other information are used as modules for lessons and teaching
materials.

The tours allow students to listen to stories of old residents of Mei Ho
House and understand their living conditions in the old days.

Students are invited to interview the elders, listen to their stories and
record them in words.

Two thousand copies of the book “The Mei Ho House Story’, with true
stories of hardship and affections of 13 old residents, were donated to
all secondary and primary schools and public libraries.

The YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, currently the only remaining
Mark 1 H-shaped resettlement block in Hong Kong, is a project under
Batch | of the “Reuvitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership
Scheme” Fully renovated and revitalised with 129 rooms and
dormitories, the hostel combines state-of-the-art facilities with a unique
cultural and heritage flavour of Hong Kong.

For more details of the programme, please visit:
http://www.yha.org.hk/learning
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eaturing 22 churches and temples that are either declared

monuments or graded buildings, the annual Heritage Fiesta took
place from 1 October to 30 November this year. During the campaign
period, all participating historic buildings were open to the public for
free on specific dates and attracted over 50,000 participants.

A number of the participating churches and temples offered free
guided tours to visitors, so that the visitors could experience and
understand these distinctive historic buildings, as well as their
historical and cultural context. Visitors could also collect special
stamps at the churches and temples during their journey of heritage
exploration.

“Heritage Fiesta gave me an unusual experience to visit historic
buildings and learn how to appreciate their architectural features,” a
visitor in the guided tour said.

Exhibitions displaying photos of featured historic buildings were held
at Pacific Place in Admiralty and the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery
Centre in Tsim Sha Tsui.

“| enjoyed the exhibition. Though | didn't have time to visit all the
buildings this year, | look forward to next year's Heritage Fiesta!” a
visitor said after touring the exhibition.

For information about future events of the Commissioner
Heritage's Office, please visit:
i ov.hk/en/whatsnew/events.htm




NS =REREERILAF11IGEHEYEE
EEILAGRERRE

Grade lll Historic Building in Happy Valley
Revitalised into F11 Photographic Museum
Showcasing Private Efforts in Heritage Conservation
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Grade |ll privately-owned historic building situated on 11
Yuk Sau Street, Happy Valley, has been revitalised into Hong
Kong's first photographic museum and launched this September.
After revitalisation, the building retains its rich Art Deco style
architectural features, while artfully blending with contemporary
design elements. It is a wonderful display of conservation of
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A professional conservation team was hired for research and
restoration works in order to reveal the building’s original grandeur
of 80 years ago.
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Retaining original features,
including the vertical
decorative elements,
typical Art Deco sun-burst pattern on the facade, wooden
staircase railings and servant stairs, etc.
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Revealing grandeur of

the past. For example, the doors to the balcony and the
commonly used butterfly hinges of the past were installed;
and the Art Deco building features of the 1930s were
referenced when matching the exterior walls' colour and
repaving the floor tiles.
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Integrating photographic
elements, such as
referencing the camera-
themed door frame and
door handles.

privately-owned historic buildings.

Mr Douglas So, the founder of the Museum, believed that
conservation work should be carried out with utmost prudence
and continued commitment. Historical significance of the
building should be respected while blending original features
with newly-added elements.

FURZ BYEAIN AR EEE
Mr. Douglas So, Founder of the F11 Photographic Museum

Mr So pointed out that this Art Deco building has over 80 years
of history and is a rare work of art. The injection of photography
gives the building a new life and complements the architecture.
He hoped the museum can be an example to encourage more
private conservation and revitalisation of Hong Kong's heritage
properties.

He said that the revitalised museum will serve as an exhibition
and communication platform to foster the culture of appreciating
photography. In the future, he is considering working with local
photographers and holding photo exhibitions on local historic
buildings and Happy Valley.

For more information about the F11 Photographic Museum,
please visit: http://www.f11.com
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Fabulous Activities at “Causeway Bay Kwun Yam Temple Fair”
In Celebration of the Declaration of Tai Hang Lin Fa Temple as a Monument
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ai Hang Lin Fa Temple was declared as a monument this October.

Coincided with the birthday of Kwun Yam and to celebrate the
declaration, the Chinese Temples Committee organised a 3-day
“Causeway Bay Kwun Yam Temple Fair” from 10 to 12 October at the
temporary playground in Moreton Terrace, Causeway Bay.

The opening ceremony of the fair was held on 10 October evening. A
great variety of activities including fire dragon parade and dragon dances
in Wun Sha Street were on show. Other highlights included Chinese
operas for deities, thousand-armed Avalokitesvara performance and
lectures. The Committee also hosted a Big Bowl Feast banquet for the
elderly and the underprivileged.

For details of the temple, please visit:
http://www.ctc.org.hk/en/directcontrol/temple1.asp
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Strong association between Lin Fa Temple and Tai Hang’s community

Lin Fa Temple was built around 1863 and has more than 150 years of history. It is the
oldest and most unique Kwun Yam temple on the Hong Kong Island. With its rare half-
octagonal-shaped front hall, Lin Fa Temple has become a unigue local historic building with
exceptional cultural value. The Fire Dragon Dance of Tai Hang has been inscribed onto the
Third National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Every time before the Fire Dragon begins
the dance, it goes through the dotting ceremony at Lin Fa Temple. It demonstrates the
strong relationship between Lin Fa Temple and the Tai Hang community.
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