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MIDAUTUMN
FESTIVAL 2018
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Visit Hong Kong during the Mid-Autumn
Festival, and you will see the magical fusion
of a modern city with ancient traditions:
century-old fire dragons wind through
charming neighbourhoods; colourful lanterns
adorn the city.

Some believe that the festival evolved from
the moon-worshipping ceremony held by the
emperor during the autumn in ancient China.
For centuries, the Mid-Autumn Festival is
celebrated every year on the 15th day of the
eighth lunar month, when friends and family
gather to enjoy the most spectacular full
moon of the year with mooncakes and
lanterns. In the neighbourhoods of Tai Hang
and Pok Fu Lam, locals gather to take part in
the fire dragon dance.
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TAI HANG FIRE
DRAGON DANCE -
A RITUAL OF
FLAME AND FURY
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Amidst the roar of the drums and gongs, around
300 people camry a 67-metre blazmg dragon
through the streets of Tai Hang for an
awe-inspiring dance of flames. The ritual began
in the 19th century, when the residents of the
village of Tai Hang were hit with a plague,
which they apparently dispelled with a
three-day fire dragon dance. What started as an
attempt fo save their own lives has now funed
into a celebration for the world to enjoy and an

event that is listed on China’s national list of
intangible culfural heritage.
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RITUALS &
ROUTES

7 K
& X X

On the day before the Mid-Autumn Festival, the Tai Hang Fire
Dragon Dance organiser performs a series of rituals in the Hakka
dialect, including ‘Eye Dotting’, ‘Flower Wearing” and ‘Red
Cloth Hanging”. The first ritual is to wake up the dragon, while
the second and the third are gestures to pay respects to the
awakened mythical creature. After the rituals, drums will be
played to kick-start the dance, while the team plants burning
incense sticks mto the dragon.

The dance includes infricate movements such as ‘Bridge-
crossing’. ‘Double-pillar Mount’, ‘the Circling’ and ‘the
Awakening’. The rituals at Lin Fa Temple start upon the dragon's
arrival at Wun Sha Street to salute the guest of honour. Then the
fire dragon parades along the traditional route via Wun Sha
Street, King Street, Sun Chun Street and Tung Lo Wan Road,
before refuming to Wun Sha Street for the bumt-out incense
sticks fo be replaced.

To reward the team’s dedicated efforts, the residents prepare
‘Dragon Congee’ after the performance as a token of gratitude.
Nowadays, a variety of traditional Chinese cakes are served
instead. Together with the “Culture Shirt’, the ‘Dragon Cake’ is
given to those who make a donation at the Tai Hang Residents’
Welfare Association from 8:30-10pm on 25 September.




Information on the Tai Hang
Fire Dragon Dance pmw'dedy
Mr Chan Tak-fai (middle)
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== Culture Shirt 3 {khit

The team didn’t have a uniform until 1959. It is called the
‘culture shirt’ and is a treasured keepsake for anyone who has
taken part in the dance.
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== Lin Fa Temple ¥/ %

Lin Fa Temple in Tai Hang was built more than 150 years ago. The temiple is a Declared Monument
known for its unique architectural features. The half-octagonal-shaped front hall is fitted with a
Western-style verandah. an East-meets-West style of building.
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Date H 23-25 September  9H23%25H
Time K JH] 23-24 September: Around 8:15-10:30pm
25 September: Around 8:15-10pm
9F 23%24H I £#98:15%10:30
925 H B #8:15% 10:00
Venue H15 Tai Hang, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong Island (Best vantage point: Wun Sha Street)
FERNENAN (RIERELY : YH)
Enquiries &l | 2577 2649
Website 4 | www.tathangfiredragon hk
Remarks fffil: | On 24 September, the performance will also be held at nearby Victoria Park at around 10:45-11:30pm.
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Houw to get there 3217 B 1
Tai Hang MTR Tin Hau Station, Exit Al. Cross King's Road and turn right. Walk straight to the second
Fhi junction on the left to enter Tung Lo Wan Road, which leads to the Tai Hang area.
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Victoria Park | MTR Causeway Bay Station Exit E, walk along Great George Street to the park; or MTR Tin
$EXF| B4 | Hau Station Exit A2, turn left at exit and enter the park from Hing Fat Street.
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FEATURES OF THE

TAI HANG FIRE DRAGON
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Team:

About 300 current or ex-residents of Tai Hang
make up the team. The youngest member of the
team is 16 while the eldest is over 80 —he serves
as the consultant, and helps to insert the incense
stick info the heart of the dragon.
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Body:
The 67-metre body consists of 31 sections with
a hemp rope spine wrapped in pearl straw.
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Head:

The 70 ke head is formed by wrapping pearl
straw around a rattan frame. Two electric
torches are inserted info ifs eye sockets and ifs

teeth and tonpue are made from sheets of metal.
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Pearls:

The dragon is prompted forward by two
‘pearls’. These are actually pomelos into
which numerous sticks of incense are inserted.
The fiuits are twitled to create a blur of light
that looks like shining pearls.
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FIRE DRAGON DANCE
PARADE MAP
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THE FIRE DRAGON OF
POK FULAM VILLAGE

Pok Fu Lam Village is another place where you
can see a fire dragon during the Mid-Autumn
Festival. Every year, a gigantic fire dragon
parades into every comer of the village and
performs in front of every shrine fo pray for
prosperity for the coming year. The parade
ends at the seaside as a gesture of returning the
dragon back to the sea. Be sure to also visit the
lantern carnival inside the village.
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Date H i 24 September 9/ 24H
Time Ff [ Around 6:30-11:45pm  FAF#96:30% 8 E#)11:45
Venue HiE Along Pok Fu Lam Village and Waterfall Bay
i O 2T
Enquiries & | 6043 0768
== How to get there 37 7 £

From MTR HKU Station Exit A1, take bus 4, 7, 40, 40M. 90B, 970 or 970X to Pok Fu Lam Village; or take bus 973
from Tsim Sha Tsui (either at Mody Road bus terminal or along Canton Road) to Pok Fu Lam Village.
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LANTERN DISPLAYS
AND CARNIVALS
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Don't miss these festwe carnivals across thi
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=— The Moon Rabbit Lumiere
A% 0%
Enjoy “The Moon Rabbit Lumiere”arts installation [ % - Bk | % &gy N F i »
with an LED fire dragon dance under beautiful — tf i Je Al (b4 THE | « SR
lantemns, a music festival and much more. VEBRERES [H % | —al B8 - k>
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Date H#l | 19 September to 17 October  9H 19H E10A 17H

Venue #1 | Podium Level, China Hong Kong City, | Lee Tung Avenue, Wan Chai,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon Hong Kong Island

JURE R T B L it B
Directions | MTR Tsim Sha Tsui Station Exit Al, MTR Wan Chai Station Exit D
infardisE | walk along Haiphong Road. Tum right | sk 75k 1

when you reach Harbour City. China
Hong Kong City is five minufes away.
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Enquiries 3119 0288 (¥4 China Hong Kong City)
2 3791 2304 (FHAT Lee Tung Avenue)




=—— Mid-Autumn Interactive Lighting Installation —“To the Moon’
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Date H
Time A
Venue #5

Directions

TR

Remarks

15 September to 1 October  9H15HE10H1H =
6:30-11pm FR6:30E M E11:00 :

Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza. Tsini-Sha Tsui, Kowloon
NRERWIEF R AL F OB RS

| MTR East Tsim Sha Tsui Station Exit J, walk for about 10 minutes o the piazza.

You can also take the Star Ferry from Central or Wan Chai to Tsim Sha Tsui and
walk for 10 minutes to the piazza.
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Opening hours for the lighting installation will be extended to [mdmghton24 September.
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=—— Urban Mid—Autumn Lantern Carnival 2018
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Date H i
Time IF¥
Venue %

Directions

InfraieE

Remarks

Enquiries
%

24 September  9H24H

8-1lpm M 18:00%11:00

Victoria Park, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong Island 7 ¥ &5 S B 4 20 A1 i A 1)
MIR Causeway Bay Station Exit E. Walk along Great George Street until you reach
the park. Or, MTR Tin Hau Simlon Exit A2. Tum left at the exit and continue until
you reach the park.
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The venue will be decorated with lantems from 21-25 September, and open from
6:30-11pm (extended to midnight on 24 September). Youth Night will be held on
23 September from 7:30-9:30pm.
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== New Territories East Mid-Autumn Lantern Carnival
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Date H il | 23 September 9H23H
Time B | 7:30-10pm ¥ E7:30%10:00
Venue H. 5 | Tai Po Waterfront Park, New Territories ﬁﬁ-)’(iﬁ#ﬁﬁf N
Directions | Take bus 72A from MTR Tai Wai Station Exit B and alight at Tai Po Industrial
W Aj4: | Estate Dai Cheong Street.
SR ESBL D ER2AREL: » ERETEW CKEH) TH -
Remarks | The venue will be decorated with lantems from 21-25 September, and open from

sk 6:30-11pm (extended to midnight on 24 September). Youth Night will be held on
22 September from 7:30-9:30pm.
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New Territories West Mid-Autumn Lantern Carnival
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Date H¥l | 25 September  9H25H

Time B[ | 7:30-10pm M E7:30%10:00

Venue % | Tuen Mun Park, New Territories i 4

Directions | MTR Tuen Mun Station Exit B and walk for five minutes.
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Remarks | The venue will be decorated with lanterns from 21-25 September, and open fmm

I

i 6:30-11pm (extended to midnight on 24 September). Youth Night will be held on

24 September from 7:30-9:30pm.
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Enquiies | 2591 1340




Printed for the Hong Kang Tourism Board, English & Traditional Chinese, September 2018 (0601)

HONG KONG
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Information is correct as of September 2018, but is subject fo change
withaut prior notice. Hong Kong Tourism Board disclaims any liability for
the quality or fitness for the purpose of third-party products or services, or
any errors or omissions.

© Copyright Hong Kong Tourism Board 2018
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See more about Hong Kong's
living culture on
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DiscoverHongKong.com



